
Post-Fire LAND RESTORATION GUIDE

Loss of HERBACEOUS Plant Cover
When the ground is bare and void of plants, soils are easily eroded and they lose their vital organic
components, like nutrients and insects. Plants soften the impact of raindrops and slow rainwater over
the surface of the ground. When rain slows down, it can enter the soil where it is stored or travels
downward, replenishing streams, water table, and aquifers. Without plants to slow rainwater, it travels
over bare ground quickly, taking soil, debris, and ash with it – eventually making its way to our streams
and rivers. Native seed, cover crops, and shielding soil with a thin layer of mulch or slash helps protect
the soil, stores water, traps sediment and provides a seedbed for more plants to grow.

Treatments to grow more plants:

1. Seeding
a. Native seed
b. Cover crops
c. Non-invasive, non-native seeds

2. Mulch
a. Weed-free hay straw
b. Wood chips

3. Slash Spreading
a. Branches
b. Brush, woody debris
c. Felled trees

 TREATMENTS
PURPOSE Seeding Mulch Slash spreading

Reduces erosion x x x

Covers bare soils x x x

Increases soil moisture x x x

Increases water infiltration x x x

Covers and protects seeds x  

Provides seedbed x x
Traps sediment   x

Reduce noxious/invasive plants   x  
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Seeding
● Leave existing vegetation except for safety hazard trees
● Determine the total acreage of area to be seeded and order seed accordingly
● Native seeds are preferred because they are adapted to growing conditions in our region
● Cover crops are best paired with native seed to quickly stabilize soils, add living mulch, and

assist germination by not allowing weeds to grow
● Spread cover crops separately from native seed because they tend to be larger and do not mix

evenly in a seeder or package
● Sterile annual seeds like oats and rye are good cover crops to prevent weeds from growing and

do not replace native plants because they only have 1 life cycle
● Non-invasive, non-native seeds are ok if there is no other option
● Prioritize seeding in high-moderately burned areas
● Seeding is best done on flat to moderate slopes or
● Seeding is effective steep on slopes if covered with mulch or protected by logs or slash to hold

seeds in place

Seeding Instructions:

1. Determine the appropriate amount of seed per acre. This
is usually found on the package. If not, a good estimate is
around 10-20 pounds of grass seed per acre with another
20-30 pounds per acre of cover crop

2. If soil is hard or hydrophobic (a waxy coating that prevents
water from entering), use a hard rake or harrow to
roughen the soil surface and create a better seedbed

3. Broadcast the seed by hand or with a seeder. A rule of
thumb for seeding: grass seed=1 handful of seed per 6
rapid strides walked; cover crop=1 handful per 3 strides

4. Rake or harrow the seed into the soil ¼ - ¾ inches
5. Cover the seeded soil with weed-free straw or 1 inch of

wood mulch (see mulching instructions below)
6. If possible, control weeds by cutting off the flower heads

before they produce seeds

Where to get seed:

● Curtis & Curtis – Clovis, NM - (877) 907-1806 –
seed@curtisseed.com

o Native Seed - Land of Enchantment Mountain Blend – created especially for our region
- $165/acre (10% coupon – NMSTRONG)

o Cover Crops - Oats, Barley, and Millet Blend - $6.87/acre
▪ Additional cover crops to assist native seed - Oats, Ryegrass, Sterile Triticale

Quickguard, Turnips, Daikon Radish, Sainfoin
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Mulch

Weed-free straw

● 1 square bale covers about 800 square feet
● Weed-free is best – noxious weeds replace native plants and are difficult

to control once established
● Weeds can travel downstream and into agricultural areas
● Most effective on slopes less  than 50%

Weed-free straw mulching Instructions:

1. Place one straw bale per 800 square feet
2. Spread lightly and  evenly with a pitchfork or by hand
3. Extend straw about 6 inches into undamaged area to prevent wind and water erosion
4. If possible or if wind is likely to remove straw, work across the area, punching the straw into

the soil about 4 inches with the tip of a shovel - Do this every 12 inches

Wood mulch

● Wood by-product, packaged wood strands
● Wood chips masticated on-site or nearby from dead trees using

woodchipper or masticator
● Spread at site of mastication or carried in on flat-bed and

distributed by hand
● Most effective on slopes less than 50%

Wood mulching instructions:

1. Spread wood mulch evenly with a pitchfork or rake
2. Wood mulch layer should be 1-2 inches thick. If possible, do not exceed two inches as mulch

will prevent plants from germinating

Where to get wood mulch:

● Barela Timber – 73 NM Highway 283, Las Vegas, NM – (505) 454-4311
o $30/yard
o 20 yards delivered to Gallinas Canyon is about $700
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Slash Spreading
● Chainsaw or handsaw required
● Most effective if material is on-site
● Felling, lopping, and scattering trees and brush by hand or mechanical equipment
● Woody debris, branches cut small and flattened, so they have good contact with the ground

Slash spreading instructions:

1. Use chainsaw to cut limbs and branches into small, flat pieces
2. Arrange slash in a single layer, parallel to slope, with the cut side facing uphill
3. Slash can be slightly woven into surrounding pieces but always in good contact with the

ground, flush if possible
4. If using  branches, flatten the branch and place in a single layer as close to the surface of the

soil as possible (less than 4 inches)
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